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       From the Editor    
 
 

 Just a very brief word from me this month to wish you all a very Happy New 
Year for the year ahead, as I would like to use this month’s editorial to provide an 
opportunity for my predecessor, Ernie Sharp, now Group President of 28th Group, to 
say a few words, 
         David  
 
‘The Christingle Service in St Patrick’s Church was a delightful occasion. It was well 
attended, pleasantly informal and altogether a warm and happy affair that earned 
plaudits for its organisers- well done all!  
 
But to Rhoda and I the Christingle Service was also something else. It was an hour of 
sheer nostalgia just to see that little knot of Blue and White scarves in that lovely old 
Church once again. It evoked so many memories of the halcyon years of the 28th and 
of the successive generations of lovable ruffians we were privileged to shuffle into 
those very same pews for so many years in the past (the wee lump in the throat wasn’t 
too far away I can tell you!) 
 
But it was to get better!- we got to talk to some of these little guys and gals of the 
embryo 28th and that was really nice. Chat also with Anne Jackson reinforced our 
admiration for her commitment to the ‘new 28th’, for that of those who work with her 
and for those people who have done so much good work in the last few years. 
 
The last word on the Christingle Service has to go to a Cub. At the distribution of the 
Christingles he was heard to whisper- ‘Give us a big one!!’ So what changes with 
kids?? 
 
Finally, a New Year Greeting to the Editor and all his ‘Scouting East’ readers. 
Unbelievably it is almost 5 years now since I retired from ‘scribbling’ at you month 
by month and I still miss that invisible link between us! 
 
Good luck in the year ahead to all my old friends out there in ‘East’ and beyond.  
Keep plenty of copy coming to my successor. David needs your support as he strives 
to keep up the well acclaimed standards of the Scouting East that he so bravely took 
on- don’t let him down!!’ 
 
    Ernie Sharp, Founding Editor 
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              From the District Commissioner   
 
I am delighted to announce a number of new appointments within the District. 
Firstly our new A.D.C Adult Training is Colin McClenaghan. Colin is currently S.L 
of 4th Bangor but will take up his role in East from January 2003. Some of you 
will know Colin from his role as a member of the Crawfordsburn Wardens’ Team and 
his previous role within Venture Scouting and especially with the Explorer Belt 
expeditions. Colin will bring a wealth of experience to East and I know he 
intends visiting the Groups in the District and I hope that all in East will 
give him 100% support in his new position. 
 
I have decided to form a District "Recruitment Team" to carry forward the work 
started by Alan in Adult Recruitment and I am delighted that Greer Henderson, 
currently G.S.L of the 33rd Group has agreed to chair this Team. We will be putting 
together this team ready to start in the New Year and they will be responsible for all 
aspects of recruitment of members and adults working along with recruitment at 
Group level. I have been very aware that East continues to fall behind in "awarding" 
our Scouters and Lay Members for their services to Scouting and have decided to set 
up a District Awards Committee. This committee will be chaired by former 24th 
G.S.L, Shirley Turkington, and I hope will bring up to date awards due to the 
members of East District. I wish all these new appointments well in their new 
positions and hope that the District will support them in their jobs. 
 
I attended during the month the Beaver Sports Day and the Cub 5-a-side Football 
competitions and was encouraged by the support and attendance. My thanks to the 
ADCs for their work and I will leave the Sections to put their own reports in 
for two excellent District activities. I recently spent a very enjoyable evening with the 
30th Beaver Colony presenting medals and the trophy to the joint winners of the 
Beaver Sports Day and to present our new A.D.C Beavers, Betty Robb, with her 
District scarf. My thanks to the 30th for the invite and well done to Betty and her 
assistants on a fine and very well run Colony. 
 
I would again remind all GSLs and SLs to contact our Explorer Commissioner 
or Administrator and register all Group members 13 years of age plus for 
inclusion in the District Explorer Database. 
 
Our District Scouters’ Meeting on Monday 20th January 2003 at the 30th Group HQ 
Gilnahirk will be attended by the Youth Officers from the Belfast and South 
Eastern Education and Library Boards. This is your opportunity to find out what the 
Boards can do for your Group, especially with finance and equipment etc. 
To date I have had no response as yet from the 4th, 9th, 10th, 24th, 30th, 33rd and 
99th Groups for representation on the District "Action Team". This Team will be 
looking at development work at Tamar Street and in particular at setting up a "Party in 
the Park" in East to recruit and up our image in the District. I would urge these 
"bigger" Groups in the District to support this important venture and let me have a 
Group rep as soon as possible. 
 
I would like to thank all our Leaders, Helpers and Lay people in East for all the 
work and successes achieved throughout 2002 and hope that 2003 will continue to 
be fruitful in all aspects of Scouting in the District. A very Happy and prosperous 
New Year to you all from Alan ,myself and the District Team 

       Ian 



 

 

 EAST DISTRICT BEAVER SPORTS DAY  
 

Elmgrove Primary School Hall will never see the like again. 15 teams representing 10 
Groups in the District met to do battle on Saturday 16th November. And do battle 
they did-battling through running races, relay races, 3-legged races, obstacle and sack 
races, culminating in a very exciting tug-of-war contest. All to find the best at sports. 
Did we find that 1 colony that would walk off with the trophy? In spite of all our 
efforts, the trophy was shared this year between the 30th A Team and the 33rd. Well 
done to them, and to the 99th who took third place. However, all the teams deserve 
congratulations for all their efforts, and for their excellent behaviour throughout what 
proved to be a very long morning. Next year we hope to see teams from all the 
Colonies in the District taking part, and then we would have a 100% turn out. COME 
ON YOU BEAVERS!!!!!!!  
 
Running alongside our sports, we set a challenge to the Colonies, to design a flag, 
which may be used as a basis for our planned District flag. Once again the standard 
was very good and I am glad I had nothing to do with picking a winner. I left that to 
the Headmaster from Elmgrove, and I think he had quite a job too. However, he did 
manage to pick a winner, and this year the trophy went to the 33rd. Well done to those 
boys who helped with the design and watch carefully-you might see their design made 
into a large flag for use at District parades and events. I am looking forward with 
some trepidation to Sports Day 2003, but hope it goes just as smoothly. Before that of 
course, we will be having the uni-hoc competition and I hope we have just as many 
entries for that.  
     Elizabeth Whitley, ADC Beavers 

 BEAVER SPORTS DAY 

A sea of blue jumpers, brightly coloured scarves, 

Mothers smiling proudly, saying they are ours. 

It's the Beavers Sports Day, Oh what a din, 

Each one urging on the team they are in. 

We've had lots of winners, we've had losers too, 

But everyone has tried their best and entertained me and you. 

They've lived up to their motto, which is "Fun and Friends" 

They'll carry it through their lives, I hope, 

'Cos "Fun and Friendship" should never end. 

(A poem by Anne Smith, grandmother of 
one of 10th Beavers) 



 

 

  EAST BELFAST EXPLORER SCOUTS 
 
Belfast Monopoly Run and Explorer Scout Launch – 16 November 2002  
 
Congratulations to Stormont Explorer Unit (boys’ team) who came second in the 
Monopoly Run.  I think the girls’ team spent more money in the shops than they 
collected!!  Everyone at the launch and who took part in the Run had a great time and 
enjoyed activities such as rifle shooting, power boating, team building games, puzzles, 
etc. 
 
I was disappointed that only one East Belfast District Unit attended the launch and 
took part in the activity.  I appreciate that some units were unable to gather sufficient 
numbers for a team, but perhaps a future idea could be for Units to contact me or 
other leaders to amalgamate. 
 
By now everyone is getting use to the new term “Explorer Scouts”, and hopefully 
realises we are not taking older scouts away from Groups, but rather intend to work 
more closely with Groups and co-operate together within the District units.  
 
I would like to establish a database of all 13-18 year old scout members within East 
Belfast to enable the Explorer team to contact these scouts directly regarding Explorer 
Scouts within the District.  In order for East Belfast to have successful Explorer Units, 
I would appreciate the assistance of GSLs and Scout Leaders in helping me collate 
this database of information, i.e. names, addresses, DOB and contact numbers of these 
young scouts.  Please forward this information to me at 29 Kingswood Park, Belfast 
or via e-mail ianmclachlan@madasafish.com.  Your assistance is crucial in helping to 
ensure our young scouts in East Belfast progress in scouting and benefit from the 
activities and challenges Explorer Scouting has to offer. 
 
If anyone has further queries or questions about Explorer Scouting, please contact me 
as above and I will do my best to answer you. 
 

Ian McLachlan 
Explorer Scout Commissioner 

 
 

STORMONT EXPLORER UNIT  
 
 
Annual Supper Dance will be held on Saturday, 25 January 2003 at 8pm (late licence) 

in CIYMS, Circular Road, Belfast.  Live band performing. 
 

Tickets are price at the nominal cost of £5.00 (pay at door).  Contact Ian McLachlan 
for further details. 

mailto:ianmclachlan@madasafish.com


 

 

 
 

                EAST DISTRICT CUB SCOUTS 5-A-SIDE   
                                          FOOTBALL COMPETITION 
 
Monday 18th and Tuesday 26th November saw 14 teams taking part in the above 
competition. It was great to see nearly all the Packs involved and especially our new 
Pack from 28th. The girls with the help of the boys gave a good account and were 
narrowly beaten by 73rd Pack. It was a pleasure to meet Tim McCann from Glentoran 
Football Club, who signed many autographs, and promised to play the winning team 
with other players from his club. 
 
The quarter finals and finals were hard fought matches and 10th scored one goal to 
beat 30th in the final. 
 
Good sportsmanship was shown throughout the competition. Well done to all who 
took part! 

John and Suzi, ADCs (Cub Scouts) 
 
[PS. John failed to mention that both he and I were hit up the face by the ball by 
members of our respective teams during the final!! No surprise then when Suzi 
mentioned later that she has recently been attending self-defence classes! It’s 
obviously a dangerous job being an ADC!!- Ed]   
 
 

MY WISH LIST FOR 2003 
 

1) The numbers increasing in East District in all Sections 
2) More Leaders and Adult help becoming available 
3) Young people being given the opportunity to take part in Scouting activities 
4) Fair play by Leaders and boys keeping to the rules of competitions 
5) The New Programme being introduced into Your Section NOW 
6) More outdoors in Scouting, Pack Holidays and camps for Cub Scouts, camps 

for Scout, Explorer Scout and Network Sections. 
7) Let us work together to make things better for all young people 
8) Make better use of the internet, and the World Wide Web, especially our own 

East Web 
9) Make use of our own PRO, Alex Henry, and David Bell, Scouting East 
10) Support your District Team, DC , DDC and all the other ADCs. They are there 

to help and advise you together making Scouting the best organisation for 
boys and girls it can be in 2003 and beyond. 

 
Your comments can be printed in Scouting East (February 2003 edition) 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 

John Corry, ADC (Cub Scouts) 
 



 

 

    NEWS FROM 7TH BELFAST PACK    
 
We took our Cubs on a day trip to M & Ds Scotland Theme Park on Saturday 5th 
October. The cost was £21 but this included the return ferry from Belfast to Stranaer 
and coach transfers to M & Ds. The price also included an unlimited ride armband. 
 
Although it was a really early start for the boys and the Leaders it was well worth the 
effort. We had to meet at the boat for 6.50am and the boys were really excited as most 
of them had never been on a boat. 
 
They had great fun on the boat in the games room and we sang all the way on the 
coach to the park. We have four action packed hours at the park and all the boys 
thought that the rides were fantastic fun. The park was very safe as it had very high 
safety standards, as there were height restrictions on every ride. 
 
We had a McDonalds on the boat on the way home and the boys bought numerous 
jokes from the shop. We arrived home at 9.45pm exhausted but we all had to agree it 
had been a brilliant day out and I would highly recommend it. 
 
     Pamela Baxter, CSL 7th Pack 
 

 NEWS FROM 30TH  BELFAST PACK   
 
30th Pack were recently visited by David Hutchinson (DC Antrim and District), a keen 
amateur radio enthusiast who often runs a radio station at Scout Jamboree Events. 
Many thanks to David for an excellent evening in which the Cubs were allowed to try 
out some of his equipment as part of the requirements for the Communicator badge. In 
the photo below are Haithi, together with Cubs, Robbie, Andrew and Findlay. 
 

 
 

David, CSL 30th  



 

 

 
 
                   East Belfast District Scout Fellowship 

                               
    
                                 ‘Belfast through story and song’ 
 

              
 

Tuesday 14th January 2003, 8.00pm at McMordie Hall, Oakland Avenue 
 
 A talk by Mr Thompson Steele of the East Belfast Historical Society 
                                         £2.00 - including tea and biscuits. 
   
 
  

               EAST DISTRICT FELLOWSHIP QUIZ 
NIGHT  
 

Friday 28th February (further details in the February issue) 
  

 
Calling all East’s Beavers and Cub Scouts 

   

 Knock Players present  
  A Christmas Pantomime  

 
        Final Notice:  
 
                     Thursday 9th January at Knock Methodist Church Hall 
 

Tickets available from John Corry or Billy Jenkins 
   

 



 

 

 
 

  NI SLOT-CAR COMPETITION (BELFAST HEAT) 
 
9 members of 30th Pack represented East District at the Belfast Heat of the Slot-car 
competition (Cub Scouts) on Saturday 7th December, racing against young Eddie 
Irvines and Ralph Schumachers from North and South Districts. Although Jordan and 
Andrew managed to battle their way into the final at the end of the morning session, 
victory eluded them both in the rally car section in the follow on afternoon heats and 
they finished overall just outside the rankings, narrowly failing to qualify for the final 
at Crawfordsburn and the chance to win a scaletrex set of their own.  Commiserations 
to both and many thanks to Sinclair and to Colin, David and Joanne from the 
Crawfordsburn Wardens’ Team for a well organised competition. 
 
        David, CSL 30th  
 

          Events in January   
 
18th   East District Cub Scout Mountain Biking Competition 
  Contact: John Corry or Suzi Jeffries, ADCs (Cub Scouts) 
 
20th   East District Scouters’ Meeting, 30th Group HQ 
  Contact: Ian Diamond or Alan Campbell 
 
25th  Belfast County Cub Scout Swimming Gala 
  Contact: John Corry or Suzi Jeffries, ADCs (Cub Scouts) 
 
27th   Scout Section District Quiz, 73rd HQ, 7.30pm 
  Contact: Stephen Anderson, ADC (Scouts) 
 
31st  East District Scouts 5-a-side Football at Avoneil Leisure Centre 
  Contact: Stephen Anderson, ADC (Scouts) 
 

 

  News & Views, Letters & Comments,     
Reports & Announcements to the Editor:  
  

   
Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk or eastbelfast@yahoo.com     
 
not later than  6th January for the February Issue please! 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk
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