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From the Editor s

Last Sunday, | had the privilege of joining with fellow Scoutersin

South East Belfast District at their annual Vigil Service, held thisyear in
the Methodist College Chapel. 1 would like to thank DC Robin Connor
and Gail Butcher GSL 103", for alovely occasion, which was enhanced
by the presence of the Methody Choir and the inspirational way in which
the Headmaster, Dr Mulryne, and School Chaplain, Rev David Neilands,
led the act of worship. This service helped all present to reflect on the
%/ear that was past and dedicate ourselves anew to the year ahead as
ogether we renewed our Scout Promise. So often it iS easy to neglect the
spiritua dimension of the Scout Promise and Law and to miss
opportunities to use the Scout programme to enable young people in our
care to discover and develop in their own faith. How often dowe
encourage them to think about such things or take time to answer their
guestions? Do we set them a good example through our own lives? How
important is our own personal faith to each of usin our work as Scouters?

Many of the Churches associated with the Scout Groupsin East
now have Assistant Ministers or Y outh Pastors working closely with their
oung Peppl e, | know that the Methodist Churches do as does Gilnahirk

resbyterian, and | think some of the others as well. Indeed, Martin
Meneeley from Bloomfield Presbyterian recently gave the address at our
Christingle Service at St Patrick’s. Wouldn't it be great if we tried to find
more opportunities to involve these youth pastors in the work of Scouting
in East Belfast in 2003; perhaps by meeting regularly to discuss our plans
and, by explaining the aims of Scouting to them and by keeping them
informed, to enable them to support us, and us them. Perhaps we could
explore together additional contemporary worship events or aternative
formats for our St Georgi:e’ s Day and Christingle Services, ask for their
assistance with the My TFaith badge and Quest Emblem, Scouts Own
services at camps held locally, or 1n establishing a Scout worship band in
East that could play at District Events? And what about an event in East
next year for our own Leaders to come together to reflect in a moment of
quietness and rededicate ourselves for the year ahead, following the
excellent example set for us by Robin and those in South-East? These are
just my own thoughts as a Scouter and as Editor, as | reflect on avery
Inspirational evening at Methody. | would very much welcome the
thoughts and views of my fellow Leadersin next month’sissue,

David


http://www.geocities.com/eastbelfast/
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From the District Commissioner

Can | firstly offer my apologies to the 30" Group for my mistake in last
month’s S.E when | mentioned our consideration for the District St
George' s Day Parade 2004 to be held at St Patrick’s, Ballymacarratt. The
Parade and Service for 2004 had already been agreed to be hosted by the
30" at Gilnahirk in celebration of their 50" Anniversary. Sorry 30" for
any confusion: 2004 is most definitely yours! The information sheet for
the St George' s Parade and Service 2003 is enclosed and | hope that we
will have alarge District turnout this year to celebrate the 50"
Anniversary of the 3 Group at St Brendan’s, Sydenham.

The District Team has informed me that most Sections of Groups are now
implementing the new programme and awards. Our County Change
Manager, Paula Bryson, has arranged one more programme
implementation evening for Thursday 20" March at 8.00pm at
Ardnavalley. Thiswill be especialy for the new Explorer and Network
programmes. | would encourage all of our Explorer Unitsin the District
to send along reps to this meeting. Why not send some of the Explorers
themselves along with Leaders?

| have recently asked Pamela Baxter CSL 7" Pack to be our District
Scouter representative on the County Cub Sub-Committee along with the
ADCs. The County Commissioner recently hosted a Workshop for al
DCsand ACCsand | was privileged to chair a get together of young
Scout Troop representatives from the County. These young Leaders, all
under 30, requested that the County Scout sub-committee be restarted
with each District sending two young Leaders under 30 along with the
ADCs. | have therefore asked Ben Clark SL 33" Troop and Colin
McShane, ASL 10" Troop to represent East at this Sub-Committee along
with the two ADCs. | hope that County will have the opportunity to listen
to these young Scout Leaders and their thoughts and ideas. Following on
from this | have asked the two ADC Scouts along with the Deputy DC to
meet with me to look specifically at the Scout Section in East. It will be
my intention to appoint a District Scout Leader in the near future to work
alongside the ADCs and form a small committee to look at all aspects of
the Troop section and how we can boost this section now that the top age
range has dropped to 14 with the starting of the Explorer Section.

| also have some concerns within the District at the lack of "young
Leaders' within the Groups and will be making an appointment(s) at
District Level of a co-ordinator of young Leaders under 30 within the
District and the forming of a"District Young Leaders Explorer Unit" who
will work with lan McLachlan in an effort to increase the young Leaders



working with Groups/Sections in East and to encourage more of our
Explorersto be involved in Leadership especially within the Troops.

Greer Henderson and his"District Recruitment Team" will commence
their work in East during this month and | wish them well in this
important task that they have been set. | have asked this team for aone
year commitment in their job. The new "District Action Team" will also
have met for the first time during February and | look forward to
decisions taken by this team as we plan amajor recruitment and publicity
exercise in East in the near future.

| spent a very enjoyable evening in the company of the 28" Beavers and
Cubs recently when the Group Presidents, Ernie and Rhoda Sharp,
presented a beautiful photograph collage to the Group. This was made up
of photos of 28" dating back over the years and will provide awonderful
link to the "new 28™. The new BSL Sonia Copeland and her Assistant
Liz Dorman have aready increased the Colony numbers and things are
also looking good in the Pack where the new "Akela' Jane Uprichard and
her assistant Gary Workman are in the middle of teaching this new Pack
all the necessary skills of Scouting. Watch out for the re-starting of the
28" Troop in the near future as well. My very best wishesto al these new
Leadersin our District as they help bring Scouting to this area of East.

As many of you are aware this year isthe "Specia Olympics' year hosted
by Ireland. | have the very special privilege of being involved in the
Olympics firstly as a member of the "Olympic Flame" Relay Team and to
have the opportunity to see my Godson represent Ireland at gymnastics.
My Godson is Adam Morrison whose dad is Ray Morrison who some of
you will remember as aformer CSL of the 8" Group in East. A special
international Motorcycle event is being run in Bangor over the weekend
of 5/6"™ April and as aresult the local Council will donate a sum of money
from programme receipts to the Special Olympic Fund for athletes from
Northern Ireland. Would East District be interested in being involved in
this venture in selling programmes during this weekend and as a District
hel ping with the funding for the Olympics? Perhaps | could have your
view or support on this matter or if any Group or Section isinterested
contact the District PRO, Alex Henry, 99",

| hope that al Groups benefited from the talk given by the two Y outh
Officersfrom BELB and SEELB at our last District Scouters' meeting.
My thanks to the 30" Group for hosting the meeting; our next District
Scouters meeting will be held on Monday 7" April at 7.30pmin the
73%sHQ at St Donard'’s. If any Groups require any information packs
relating to the BEL B contact the District PRO. The next District

Scouters' meeting may take the form of two meetings, one for all Leaders
under 30 and one for Leaders over 30.Watch out for details.

lan



P East District Cub Scout Mountain Biking Competition

The Mountain Bike competition was held on Saturday 19" January. 6
Cub Scout Packs took part with 28 boysin al competing for the medals
and the overall trophy. The boys were given medals as prizes and the
Champion was given atrophy. Thanks go to Robert and Roy Lamont for
their help and to Elizabeth for keeping the score of the winners and for
registration at the start of the competition. Also to Alan Campbell our
Deputy DC for handing out the prizes.

8 year olds race: 1*Place  Andrew Flack 30" Pack
2" Place  RossMoles 7" Pack
3%Place  Gareth Baxter 7" Pack

9 year olds race: 1% Place  Robbie Lamont 30" Pack
2" Place  Damon Mosgrove 10" Pack
3%Place  Ryan McKnight 30" Pack

10 year olds race: 1*Place  Andrew Williamson 7" Pack
2" Place  Jonathan Beattie 7" Pack
39Place  Mark Irvine 7" Pack

Champion of Champions: Andrew Flack 30" Pack

John and Suzi, ADCs (Cub Scouts)
\e

PS Communicator Badges all round to Richard (10"), David (30"),
Stephen (7") and John who tried valiantly but of course failed miserably
to master the swanky new two-way radios the District had acquired to
keep us in contact across the course during the race. Perhaps our new
ADC (AT) Colin might need to provide some special remedial training
for us lot before we're let loose with such sophisticated toys again! (Ed)

Congratulations also to the following 14 Cubs who earned their cycling
badge that afternoon: Andrew Flack (30"™), Matthew Cahoon (30"),
Damon Mosgrove (10"), Brett Wilson (10™), Andrew Williamson (7"),
Mark Irvine (7"), Thomas Beattie (7"), Ross Moles (7™), Jonathan
Beattie (7"), Calvin Walker (7), Aaron Love (7"), Jonathan Moffett
(7™), Gareth Baxter (7) and Stephen Piper (33). Many thanks to Davy
Hawthorne (30™) who offered to test the Cubs for the badge.

David, CSL 30t
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